iio 


A) 
es) 
cS 
= 
freee Aas 
w= 
oy 
hig Sy? 
frm 
= 
od 
+ ol —“ Ne cae sea ae Pas 
eats BS : me oy i a BAG re i 
a it bea {> =f rai fz y " C 
7 , es, », ise 9 
It ater irae aga pare tra a et 
et PS Mac 7. pet ete cao fag ae 
*y. ain e Tass Pee 


8181-20209 
SIOUIT]] ‘UO}SUBAT 
ONUSAY OSBOIUD EEG 


yomyYD ISIpoyjeW pezUy ABeMUSUIE 


812 “ON }IWded 
SIOUIT]] ‘UOJSUBAT 

diVd 4DVLSOd *S*N 
UOI}BZIUBBIO }IJOIg-UON 


MOVING? 


The Affirmation Newsletter is printed : 
four times a year. Deadline for the : 
fall issue is on 2 November 1988. aos anelling.|apel here 
All articles must be received by this 
date in order to be printed in the Miticmation Open Hands L] 
fall issue. Opinions and comments 
are welcome. Mailing address is 
Affirmation Newsletter IXOCUTCES eee 
PEO EO xg O29 poe me ech eae aie SIO PUR TM Mew bee lol ba A ee 


Evanston, Illinois 60204 Sallito Altivmation 
P.O.Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 
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COORDINATING 


COMMITTEE 
Marcia K. Knight = Roe 


Gloria B. Soliz 
eee 
Mesa, Arizona San Matco, California 


Tim Tyner 


Riverdale, Maryland 


Roger Kruse 


Andy Miller 


Dallas, Texas 


Winston-Salem, North Carolina 


AFFIRMATION 
SPOKESPERSONS 


Randy Miller 


Annette Oliver One man whose name cannot 
be published. 


Chicago, Illinois 


Judy Cayot 


Albany, California 


Washington, DC sg 
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SUMMER 1988 


OCT 4 PALL MEETING SET IN BAY AREA, CA. 


Fe TP eITIOT 
UNIT f H Nittiorlel ATEN Aion 
meeting ya beiReL<In thé Bay Area 
of California during the weekend of 
September 16 - 18 at the Albany 
United Methodist Church ( a 
Reconciling Congregation). The theme 
of the meeting is on "Exploration of 
the Lesbian/Gay Cultures." The 
meeting will be using the many 
resources of the Bay Area. 

The meeting will start on Friday 
night with a Sing-A-Long concert led 
by Judy Fjell. The schedule for Saturday 
begins with a panel of artists discussing 
the Lesbian/Gay culture in art. That 
afternoon is the "City-Plunge." 

All attending persons should have 

at least $7.00 for this event. People 

will be traveling on public transportation 
for this event. Saturday will close 

with a gathering at dinner and 

special entertainment. The Sunday 
moring schedule includes a joint 

worship service with the Albany 
congregation. 

One of the special projects for the 
fall meeting is making a National 
Affirmation Banner. The banner will 
have across quilt pattern. For this 
cross section, please bring some material 


from home that has special significance 
for you. 


People may make flight arrangements 
to Oakland (Metro Oakland International 
Airport) or to San Francisco (San 
Francisco International Airport). 
Oakland Airport is closer to Albany, 
California than San Francisco Airport. 
There is convenient public transporta- 
tion at both airports. Travel time from 
Oakland Airport to Albany is + hour to 
1 hour. Travel time from San Francisco 
Airport to Albany is 1 to 2 hours. 


0+ 23 48 6 7 0 remem 


For more information call or write fp] 
Jim Scurlock 


—— California fice | 


Deadline for registration forms is El 
September 6, 1988. All forms must be 
received by this date! (a5) 

Persons who are arriving in the Bay _____ 
Area early to visit. and you wish 
information on the Bay Area, contact 
Jim Scurlock. 


FEB 2 3 2024 


Registration form is on Jast page of this issue. 


A FEW LINES FROM TIM TYNER... 


AFFIRMATION 
WELCOMES 

A NEW GROUP 
IN 
JACKSONVILLE, 
FLORIDA 


Dear and Good Friends, 


As the Coordinating Committee 
member with responsibility for the 
Regional Organizing Program, I often 
hear exciting news of how God's 
spirit is moving through the UMC and 
in the lesbian/gay community across 
the country. 

I want to share with you a letter 
I received from Mark D. Brown, 
secretary of our newest Affirmation 
group in Jacksonville, Florida. It 
is our hope that the excitement that 
is happening in Jacksonville will 
continue to spread throughout the 
nation, drawing many into the 
reconciling love of God. 


-- Grace, 


To Typ 
ea 


"We have Affirmation in 
Jacksonville!" 


"Most of you who are already a 
part of the Affirmation movement may 
be wondering: ‘Where is 
Jacksonville?'. Jacksonville is in 
the northeastern corner of Florida on 
the Atlantic coast and is the home of 
the very first chapter of Affirmation 


in the state." 


"Our first meeting was held on 


June 5, 1988 and was attended by 
seven lay people and two UMC clergy. 
We are few in number and the 
challenge ahead is great but keep 
your eyes on us because exciting 
things are starting to happen! Our 
second meeting was held the following 
week and the same nine folks attended 
with even more excitement and 
commitment than the week before. By 
the time we had locked arms for our 
closing prayers, we had secured not 
only a post office box, but a phone 
number, business cards, a schedule of 


services and activities stretching 
out into December of this year, a 
reliable and affordable place to 


meet, and plans to take part in i 
Jacksonville's Gay Pride Picnic which 


caps off Pride Week." 

“We have met wonderful folks 
connected with Affirmation in 
Washington, D.C., and we've talked 
with other folks from Dallas, 
Evanston and Atlanta. Everyone has 
been friendly, informative, helpful 
and very encouraging. It feels like 
we have "come home" and the feeling 
is good. We still have a lot of work 
ahead of us, and with the kind of 
support we're getting from all over 
the country, it's going to be a lot 
smoother than we had anticipated. We 
are anxious to have the opportunity 
to extend our "Open Hands" to the new 
chapters that we feel are bound to 
eventually spring up all across 
Florida." 


more => 


Affirmation 
in 
Florida 


"One of our concerns was how to 
effectively spread the news that 
Affirmation had come to Jacksonviile 
and that we were anxious and happy to 
meet new friends. As it turns out, 
publicity has been the least of our 
problems. The local newspaper is 
running an announcement in the 
Religion Section, the Florida gay and 
lesbian newspaper, TWN, is running a 
press release on us, and one of the 
local cable TV stations wants to 
interview one of our group for their 
newsmagazine show. We're showing the 
video "Casting Out Fear" at our first 
service and a member of the local 
ACLU called to ask if members of that 
group could come to see the video! 

If getting our name out in public is 
the tough part about getting a 
chapter of Affirmation started, we've 
got it in the bag!" 


"In closing I'd like to share with 
you a thought that has come up at 
both meetings whenever we discuss a 
group or an individual with whom we 
anticipate havihg some difficulty. 

We look at one another and say: 

"It's ok, we're going to love them 
even if they don't love us." That is 
the most basic of Jesus' teachings, 
and is sometimes the easiest to 
overlook. To date we've encountered 
no obstacle that has proven 
insurmountable. But, as Keith Ewing, 
the District Superintendent for the 
UMC here in Jacksonville said: "Ty 
Know that you have an ally in God.” 
With allies like God, who can stand 
against us?" 


“It’s ok, | 

we're going to love them 
even if they 

don’t love us.” 


THREE CHURCHES JOIN 


RECONCILING CONGREGATION MOVEMENT 


Three United Methodist churches 
recently voted to accept and support 
its gay members by joining the other 
32 United Methodist churches across 
the country in becoming a reconciling 
congregation, meaning it welcomes gay 
members. 

The 200 members of Wesley United 
Methodist Church of Sheboygan, WI 
voted with an overwhelming majority 
to join the Reconciling Congregation 
Movement. The Wesley Church movement. 
started with the Adult Sunday School 
class doing a book study of "Know Thy 
Neighbor." The class concluded: that 
it needed to "do" something about the 
issue instead of just studying about 
it and, therefore, by public 
affirmation has become a reconciling 
congregation as noted by Deaconnate 
Minister, Donna Ann Webb. 

Members of St. Francis in the 
Foothills Church of Tucson, AZ voted 


Hamilton United Methodist Church 
San Francisco, CA 


St. Francis in the Foothills Church 
Tucson, AZ 


Wesley United Methodist Church 
Sheboygan, WI 


A network of United Methodist local churches 
who welcome all persons into the community 
of faith. 


148-2 on June 19 to join the Movement 
in becoming a reconciling 
congregation. 

The establishment of reconciling 
congregations has been criticized by 
the church hierarchy, which at its 
General Conference in April voted to 
reassert its position that the 
practice of homosexuality “is 
incompatible with Christian 
teaching." Five or six members of 
the 700-member Tucson congregation 
quit asa result of the vote to accept 
gays, said Foothills Church official 
Carol Bryniarski. She estimated that 
there are probably 50 or more gay 
members of the congregation. 

The third reconciling congregation 
is Hamilton United Methodist Church 
of San Francisco, CA. Dr. Steve 
Thompson, pastor of the Church was 
unavailable for comment. 


--Excerpted from The Advocate, 8/2/88 
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NEW ORLBANS: 
St. Mark's UMC 

1130 N. Rampart St 
New Orleans. LA 70116 


AFFIRMATION IN FEATURE ARTICLE 


Affirmation was in a feature 
article of the June 21, 1988 issue of 
The Advocate, a national gay 
newsmagazine which enjoys 
international distribution. The two-- 
page article, filled with pictures of 
Affirmation members and supporters. 
included a full color picture of 
former Affirmation spokesperson, Rev. 
Morris Floyd. 

The article told of the recent 
General Conference Meeting of the 
United Methodist Church in St. Louis. 
the denomination's highest rule- 
making body. Three proposals dealing 
with homosexual] issues in the church 
were rejected. The article dealt 
with these issues and Affirmation's 
thoughts and role during the 


Conference. 


"QUOTE" 


William J. Dorn Jr., suspended gay 
Catholic priest, at a press 
conference in Minneapolis following a 
tribunal called to clarify his status 


in the church commented: 

"We who are gay and lesbian feel 
that in the eyes of the churches we 
would be better off to have AIDS 
because the church that rejects us 
when we are well will at least have 
pity on us when we are dying.” 


Lutherans debate homosexualit 
Debate over the ordination of 

homosexuals, a hot issue at the 
national level of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America for six 
months, has apparently made its way 
to the grassroots level. In recent 
synodical assemblies conducted by 5 
of the ELCA's 65 synods, ordination 
of homosexuals was discussed more 
than any other single topic. Synod 
took actions ranging from rejection 
of a motion to screen ordination 
candidates for appropriate sexual 
orientation to support for the 
current position of banning 
practicing homosexuals to calls for 
studies of the issue. The actions 
the synods will be sent to a specia 
"memorials" committee to be appoint 
by the ELCA Church Council. The 
committee will in turn make 
recommendations to the Church 
Council. Ultimately, it appears 
likely that any action by the Churc 
Council on the ordination of 
homosexuals will be passed on to t 
denomination's Churchwide Assembly. 
which meets in August 1989. 
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lose ground 


Methodists 


The United Methodist Church lost 
70,407 members in 1987. 
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is 


regional bodies of the church, 


of 1986. 
church at 9,016,169, not including 


the 38,000 clergy and some 500,000 
United Methodists in Africa, 
and the Philippines. 
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Gay Lutheran Student Rejected 
The lone remaining ministerial 
candidate out of a trio of Lutheran 

seminarians who publicly declared 
their homosexuality in December will 
not be recommended for ministry in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. Jeff Johnson, the Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary student 
wha had been declared eligible for 
the ministry by church officials in 
March, has now been declared 


ineligible to serve the church. 
Bishop Lyle Miller of the Sierra 
Pacific Synod said the seminarian's 
“not im the spirit of the 
for 


position is 
abstinence requirement" 


The figure, 
based on unofficial reports of the 73 


about 3,000 more than the 67,400 loss 
This puts membership in the 


Europe 


The Iowa Chapter of the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action (MFSA), 
after much thought and prayer, has 
voted to become a reconciling 
organization and to sponsor the 
organizing of an Affirmation group to 
minister to the needs of the gay and 
lesbian members of the Iowa Annual 
Conference and to the gay community 
at large. 


Reconciling Organization forms in Iowa; 


a new Affirmation group will follow 
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According to The Social Questions 
Bulletin, the MFSA is "seeking to 
following Jesus' example of 
compassion and solidarity with 
persons, especially those who are 
ostracized, misunderstood and 
mistreated. We have been led to deep 
concern for homosexual persons in our 
church and society." The issue has 
been discussed in every avenue of the 
church but too many times it has been 
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P.O. Box 7126, 


"in bureaucratic and biblical 
legalisms which have rationalized 
cruel actions and objectified persons 
who need our love and concern. These 
people already are contributing far 
more to our church than we care to 
admit." 

If you would like further 
information or for confidential 
support, write to: Iowa Affirmation, 
Des Moines, IA 50309. 


“Casting Out Fear: 
Reconciling 
Ministries 
With 
Gay/L@sbian ._, 
United Methodists 
Video Is Available 


This videotape poignantly tells 
stories from Reconciling 
Congregations, United Methodist local 
churches who publicly affirm their 
ministries with all persons, 
including lesbians and gay men. 
These stories portray the pain and 
estrangement lesbians and gay men 
feel in the church and the hope of 
reconciliation found in these 
congregations who are willing to 
struggle with homophobia and move 
toward a more loving acceptance. 
Shown at the National Convocation of 


Reconciling Congregations in March 
1987, the film also contains words 
from Bishop Melvin Wheatley, Dr. Tex 
Sample (St. Paul School of Theology), 
and Dr. Emilie Townes (Garrett- 
Evangelical Theological Seminary). 

38 minutes. VHS format. Released 
1988 by Affirmation, United ‘ 
Methodists for Lesbian/Gay Concerns. 
Purchase price: $100; 30 day rental: 
$20. Available from Reconciling © 
Congregation Program, P.O. Box 24213, 
Nashville, TN 37202. All orders must 
be prepaid. 


Name 


Address 


REGISTRATION 
FORM 


EXPLORATION OF THE LESBIAN/GAY CULTURES 
September 16 - 18, 1988 
Albany, California 


Home Phone 
Work Phone 


Zip Code 


Please check one of the following: 


a 
O 


Iam coming to the Fall Affirmation meeting in California. 
My registration is enclosed (The deadline is September 6). 


I cannot come to the Fall Affirmation meeting in California, but 
I want to enclose a contribution. 


If you are coming to the Fall Affirmation meeting, please check one or more of the following: 


O 
C] 


ide Oe Fs 


O 


I am arriving on and will need housing in a private home 
{DATE} 


from to : 
I prefer a non-smoking home. 
Iam making my own housing arrangements. 


I am arriving on and would like information on nearby hotels. I am 
DATE 


staying a hotel. 
I have special dietary and/or housing concerns. Please list special needs below. 


a : F t : : 
Ould like to be picked up at the San Francisco or | Oakland Airport. 


My flight information is: Date of arrival: 
Time of Arrival: 

Flight number: 

City flight departures from: 


I would like to sing with the Albany Church Choir during Sunday morning 
worship service. 


Registration Fee: Student/fixed income/subsistance income $10 


Up to $15,000 a year = $30 
$15,000 to $30,000 $45 
$30,000 to $50,000 $60 
$50,000 and above = $75 


Send this form to: Jim Scurlock 


Richmond, CA 


Deadline for registration forms is September 6, 1988. 
All forms must be received by this date! 


